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rth obscrvation has made great strdes since

i
1964, when the Tiros 1 spucecrafl {imsct, above ) collected
this first televimon image of Earth in black and white, The
color image of the Western Hemispbere at right s 2 mosak
o satellite data assembled in 2000, much of it from the Moderal
Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (Modis ), an mstrument on
NASAs Terma satelite Nying more than 700 ks, (4480 mi ) abxwe Earth

For obwious reasons, this s known as 4 “hloe marble”™ image

Photo-mosaic of ropical storm in
Cerman-designed V-2 rocket  Gulf of Mexxco assembled after first

takes first pacture of Earth launch froen Cape Canaveral Fa
from space, 100 me. over on a two-stage V-2/WAC Corporal Sputnik | Explorer | detects
New Mexo “Bumper” rocket Launched Van Allen Belt

Mar. 7, 1947 July 24, 1950 Oct. 4, 1957 January 1958
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Frst launch of secret USAF
weather satelide, based on Teos
components. Precursor to
Deferse Meteorological
Satellte Program

Tiros 1 collects first tefevision
mmage of Earth from orbit

April 1960 Aug. 23, 1962

Collected pust lust month by the European Space Agency's

Emvesat (inset), this stute-of-the-an image of the \fu-'-n'-.lf,'l

River Delta (top) Wlustrates the utility of Earth observation
from space. The wetlands that once protected the “Crescent

City” of New Orleans (south of Lake Pontchartrain just below
of the image ) are being

the center Jost at the rate of 65 W

km. (2509 sq. mi. ) per year as development cuts the delta’s

sediment Joad, exposing the oity and surrounding terrtory 10

Lamage it suffered i Hurmcane Katrina

Apphcatsons Test Satedlite |
launched to demonstrate
geostatonary weather
observation

Landsat |
launched

Nimbus 1 weather
satefite Launched

July 23, 1972

Aug. 28, 1964 Dec. 7, 1966



55

MFTEMBIS e

SEPTIMBER 1)

56

UUPTLARER oy

VPTENSLEY 'y

yynchronous
Meteorological

satelite | aunched

rst operabonal goosta

wonary weather sateliste

May 17, 1974

Drtres Lpat,

Launch of NASA's Seasat
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Nov. 4, 1995



o [} dls 10
clow them, procio
It shows that the s
Crrecnland (biu
land letior (orat
! ¢ Jdata from 12
- that ¢
dechn U ) )

U.S/Japanese Tropical
Rasmdall Measuring Msssion
(TRMM) launched

Nov. 28, 1997
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Launch of Ronos,
the first high-resofution
(ommeraal  magery
satedlite

Teera (EOS AMM)
Bunched - first m Earth
Observing System senes

Sepl. 24, 1999 Dec. 18, 1999
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Twan Gravity Recovery and
Europe's Envesat Cimate BExpermment (Grace)

launched satefites launched

Mar. 1, 2002 Mar. 17, 2002
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